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Implementing Class Dojo for Remote Learning

Pupil experience:

· Simple to use and navigate (everything’s in one place).

· Can see when they have work due.

· They can post work to their portfolio directly from what the teacher has set.

· They have an avatar that they enjoyed customising.

· They can work directly onto worksheets posted by the teacher.

· They can submit photos, videos, drawings, worksheets or text.

· Pupils can communicate with their peers through the class story (teachers can remove posts as needed).
Parent experience:

· Parents can communicate with staff through messaging service.

· Parents can view pupil work and submit their own feedback as well.

· Parents can view the school story to be kept up to date with news etc.

· Have the option to upgrade account to have access to behaviour strategies (this is not needed as it complete parental discretion).
· Parents can view and are notified when their child receives a point and what for.
Teacher experience:

· Simple to set up class and pupils

· Can communicate with parents directly through messaging service. ‘Quiet hours’ can be set to notify when you will not be replying and this service can be switched off.

· Can set work through Class Dojo that pupils directly work onto and send back.

· Teachers can send video recordings and/or link out to external websites to support their instructions of activities. 

· Pupils can submit additional work they want you to see.

· Teachers can provide quick feedback, send work back for pupils to review and celebrate pupil success. This can be written as a comment or a ‘like’.

· Teachers can give out points. These can be edited to suit your class eg. handwriting, behaviour…

· Teachers can post updates to all through Class Story

· School leaders and staff can post whole school updates to the School Story.
General:
· It’s free to use for teachers, pupils and parents. Parents have the option to upgrade but this is not needed for what school would need.

· Can be accessed across all popular devices (Apple, Android, Online).

· App can be downloaded on all hardware (Phone, tablets etc.)

· Pupils have individual log in’s that are protected by a password/QR code

· Parent’s sign up using a password. Multiple parents can connect to the same child. 

· Parents can be directly texted/emailed with sign up details through Dojo.
Possible drawbacks:

· Portfolios collate over time and cannot be sub-divided. If you are using this for all subjects they will be presented as a ‘list’ by date posted as opposed to subjects.

· It is American based in San Francisco. This can slow communication for technical support should you need it.

· Class Story is visible to all parents and pupils. Teachers can modify and delete posts if needed.

· No option for ‘live’ teaching.
Tips:

· Select a school mentor quickly and get them verified through Dojo. This will make setting up the school easier and quicker as once the mentor is verified they are able to approve other staff to the school without the need to contact Dojo.

· You can copy and paste class lists into Dojo to set up pupils. 

· Choose one way to set up. Teachers can either create their own accounts and ask to join the school or the mentor can set up the school and invite the teachers (this is how we did it).

· Give children opportunity to play around and practise – we found this motivated them!

Our experience:

We set Class Dojo up as a new initiative in October. We identified the gap in our remote provision during lockdown was communication with the class teacher (for parents and pupils) as well as having a means of children being able to submit work. We explored other platforms that are very similar to Dojo but felt this was the most child-friendly and easiest to start from scratch. All classes have >90% of pupils signed up (most signed up within the first week of launching). We have had really strong feedback from pupils. They enjoy the points. We found they were a useful tool for getting them excited about it quick so they would want to sign up. They have loved being able to talk to each other and send work to their teacher. Parents have been overwhelmingly supportive. They have been grateful for the messaging service (no parents have abused this access). We sent video messages to parents as a virtual parents evening which were very well received. Parents were able to sign up easily and navigate the platform with minimal support (one letter). As it mimics Facebook and other social media it feels very non-threatening and not to ‘teachery’. Staff have quickly got used to the platform and were able to figure things out easily. I just sent an email with Dojos guides (link below) and supported with quick conversations – it was very easy to roll out. Although we have had not had to partial close so far, staff have given pupils opportunity to start using Dojo through Computing sessions.
Tutorial videos can be found here: https://www.classdojo.com/en-gb/resources/?redirect=true 
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