Inference Small Step Progression

We can teach inference as reverse and forward inference. Many questions are presented as reverse inference so initial teaching should focus on refining and mastering this first. 
-To make year group appropriate, we can vary the area from where the evidence is being selected and the number of pieces used across a sentence/paragraph/page(s).
-Evidence should be encouraged to be found as one word, phrases and sentences from the text.
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Reverse Inference (MOST commonly used)
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Inference (forward)
Forward Inference
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These routes are the types of ‘forward’ inference that can be presented in numerous ways and each can be revisited as many times as appropriate across all year groups. The power of ‘forward inference’ is in the justification - clearly explaining HOW the evidence shows the inference and basing inference in the evidence from the text.




What can be inferred?

Children justify why the evidence matches/does not match the inference
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Teacher selects the evidence (one or more) across a sentence/paragraph/


page(s)

















Children justify why the evidence matches the inference














Teacher gives the inference
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Children select the evidence (one or more) across a sentence/paragraph/


page(s)

















Children justify why the evidence does or does not match the inference














Teacher selects a range of correct and incorrect evidence (one or more) across a sentence/paragraph/


page(s)
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Teacher gives the inference














Children build a picture and use the picture to create the idea (infer)
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Teacher/children justify why the evidence does match the inference 














Children justify why the evidence does match the inference














Children select the evidence (one or more) across a sentence/paragraph/page(s)


pages(s)











v�





Children build a picture and use the picture to create the idea (infer)

















Infer a personality trait





Infer an event





Infer a reason





Infer a feeling





Infer an atmosphere





Infer an impression





Infer using pictures (to break in)


Infer using texts








Courtesy of Braunston CE Primary School 


