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Agenda

Overview and progression/consistency of approach

• The link between phonics and spelling
• What is spelling in KS2? How do children learn to spell? 
• The KS2 SATs spelling test
• What is an effective lesson? 
• An example lesson and unit structure
• Using dictation 
• A speedy road map of spelling rules and progression of year-by-year 

content 
• Key strategies for effective learning
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Reflect….

• What SSP do you use? Why?

• How well do you know it? Progression in 
skills?

• How well does phonics progress into 
spelling in KS2?

• How often is it taught?

• How consistently/effectively is it taught?

• What resources are used in KS2?



Updated progression



Common exception words

How do we 
teach these 

in KS2?



What is 
Spelling?

• Phonics (phase 1-5) (understanding letter-sound 
correspondence and the individual parts that make up 
words)

• Morphology (phase 6) (understanding/recognising
similar chunks in words, word families, and word 
parts)

• Etymology (KS2) (the study of the origin of words and 
the way in which their meanings have changed 
throughout history)

What pupils have already been taught?

General principles/knowledge of the spelling system

Application of skills - dictation



Phonics

Morphologyetymology



Why is it so 
tricky?

• 26 letters of the alphabet

• 44 sounds or ‘phonemes’

• 19 – vowel sounds

• 25 – consonant sounds

- One sound can be represented in a variety of

different ways, e.g. shop, chef, sugar, tissue

- Sounds can be represented by more than one 
letter, e.g. sh-o-p, ch-e-f

- One spelling can represent a variety of 
sounds e.g. moon, book.



Phase 6 – NC spelling objectives – Year 2
• Where phonics meets spelling - ‘the bridge’
• Grounded in phonics – simple code (blending) advanced code (phase 5 and 6) 

choosing the right graphemes to represent phonemes and building word 
specific knowledge of the spellings of words

• In year 3 – must be secure in phase 6, if not go back to it!
• Use principles of effective phonics teaching in spelling too
• Use of terminology – universal – ‘segment with me…’

Coat

✓Say the word
✓Say the sounds
✓Write it

segmentblend

Phoneme

vowel Consonant 

Grapheme
GPC



Vowels and Consonants

• The alphabet is made up of 26 letters, 5 of which are vowels (a, e, i, o, u) 
and the rest of which are consonants.

• A vowel is a sound that is made by allowing breath to flow out of the 
mouth, without closing any part of the mouth or throat.

• A consonant is a sound that is made by blocking air from flowing out of the 
mouth with the teeth, tongue, lips or palate ('b' is made by putting your 
lips together, 'l' is made by touching your palate with your tongue).

• The letter 'y' makes a consonant sound when at the beginning of a word 
('yacht', 'yellow') but a vowel sound when at the end of a word ('sunny', 
'baby').



• Sometimes two vowels are put together to make one sound, such as ai, oo, 
ea, ie which can be found in words such as rain, boot, read and pie. When 
two vowels are put together to make one sound, this is called a vowel 
digraph.

• Sometimes two consonants are put together to make one sound, such as th, 
ch and sh which can be found in words such as bath, chip and mash. When 
two consonants are put together to make one sound, this is called a 
consonant digraph

• In English we rarely have three or more vowels together; beautiful, queue, 
liaise, quail, quiet, squeal are some of the few words that use this spelling 
pattern.

• Every word in the English language contains a vowel. This is quite a useful 
thing to know when playing hangman: go for the vowels first!

Vowels and Consonants





Words without vowels

f     ld l   d

sh ld s   t

Get visual!









111 rule

• Adding vowel suffixes

• Most important aspect of spelling in phase 6 
– most crucial and transferable skill - must 
be secure

• Taught in phase 6 Spring term – may have 
been missed.

• Past tense – adding ed – why?

• Must teach past and present tense to secure 
this

• See Letters and Sounds phase 6 



Long 
vowel 



How Do We 
Learn?

• One of the most effective techniques is to work on the
recall of information from our long-term memories. 
Research that shows that we can strengthen our ability 
to recall long-term memories by retrieving them. This is 
called 'the retrieval effect' or 'the testing effect' and is 
where testing becomes a learning tool rather than an 
assessment tool (Ofsted). 

• The more times we try and retrieve something, the 
stronger the memory gets. But it is the struggle that is 
important. If we re-teach content instead of getting 
children to try and retrieve information they’ve 
probably forgotten, the memory does not get 
strengthened in the same way. 

• Learning stays in short term memory until we lock it 
into longer term memory - Orthographic store. Visual 
memory – take a photo, does it look right?

• If we do not use it regularly, it will be lost.
• Revise and review is a crucial element – helps to lock 

into long term memory – little and often – repetition is 
key. 



Common 
Spelling 
Mistakes:

• Using the wrong consonant (e.g., spelling cat as kat)

• Using the wrong vowel (e.g. spelling seat as seet)

• Leaving out consonants (e.g. spelling kicking as kiking)

• Leaving out a vowel (e.g. spelling plain as plan)

• Writing only one consonant, when a consonant should be 
doubled (e.g, spelling butter as buter)

• Leaving in an “e” that should be dropped (e.g., spelling riding as 
rideing)

• Reversing letters (e.g. spelling foil as fiol)

• Leaving out the ”silent e” (e.g., spelling kite as kit)

• Using ys instead of ies (e.g. cherrys instead of cherries)

• Spelling words phonetically when a specific suffix should be used 
instead (e.g., spelling vacation as vacashin)

• Using an “s” instead of a “c” or a “c” instead of an “s” (e.g. 
absense instead of absence or offence instead of offense)

• Forgetting rules like “i before e except after c” (e.g. spelling 
receive as recieve)





The KS2 SATs spelling tests

Spelling should be a whole school responsibility 

Be mindful of what it tested at the end of KS2. Whilst it is important to 
explicitly teach spelling across the school, it is also crucial for year 6 teachers 
to be aware of the pitch and coverage of words tested at the end of KS2.

70% of the spelling test rules were first introduced in years 3 and 4 with the 
remaining 30% focused on years 5 and 6. 

Explicit teaching of spelling in years 3 and 4 is essential, as well as good 
phonics and spelling teaching within EYFS and KS1.



The KS2 SATS spelling tests

2018 KS2 Spelling test words in order: 

thumb (93.2%), trouble (86.8%), mixture (88.6%), portable (89.3%), 
dough (87.1%), science (83.8%), attention (80.5%), obtained (79.1%), 
weightless (77%), council (69.8%), suffered (77.7%), typical (61.6%), 
usually (59.5%), cautious (58.2%), essential (52.4%), vague (39.3%), 
adventurous (42.7%), architect (31.7%), descendant(18.9%) and 
inconceivable (14%).

(Percentages represent the number of pupils nationally who spelled that 
word correctly.)



portable year 5/6 – suffixes – ible/able

Able more common than ible. If it ends in a consonant, add able e.g. comfortable, 
breakable, fixable, treatable. If the root word is complete add able.

dough  year 5/6 – letter strings (one of the trickiest!) (through,  

borough, nought, thought, rough, bough (alternative 

pronunciations – oa, ow)

‘Oh you gorgeous hunk!’ word families

science year 2 – phase 6 (soft c)  ‘likes to sit with his friend’                                   

e  i y    city, central, cycle    ‘paint a picture in your mind’
Year 3/4 – etymology (Latin)     scene, fascinate, medicine



attention year 2 – tion – station, revise in year 3/4 - suffix - sounds 

like shun – add to verb to form noun - information 

(tion/sion/ssion/cian)

tion is most common often preceded by an a. - if it ends in l, n, or, r add 
sion, all other letters – tion. This is an exception!

essential       year 5/6 – cial, tial endings

tial – after consonant

cial – after vowel (beneficial)

weightless  year 3/4  - rare letter strings (neighbour, eight)   

(alternative pronunciations – ey, ei, eigh)



council year 2 – not many of these! (pencil, fossil, nostril) hard c, soft c  

near homophone (counsel)(year 3,4)

e  i y

suffered year 2 - adding vowel suffixes – (2 syllable) words ending in er

obtained adding ed

typical year 3/4 - y sounds like i not at end of word, unstressed vowel 

(over annunciate) what is the tricky bit? What else could the 

ending be? Colour in, find other examples, word web - gym, 

Egypt, mystery





Key aspects 
of spelling in 
all year 
groups

• Prefixes

• Suffixes

• Word endings

• Homophones

• Common Exception Words

National Curriculum: English Appendix 1











Statutory words lists

Teach the statutory word lists grouped by area

Grouping these words by area will help you to teach them alongside 
the other spelling rules, then pupils will have a greater understanding 
of the words they are learning.







How do we 
Teach Spelling?

Consistency of approach……..INTENT

• Whole class teaching – mastery approach 

• Principles of QFT – MOY 

• Timetable between 60 and 75 minutes of 
instructional time per week

• Sequence learning over a week/2 weeks

• Daily lessons – 15 mins



Testing As A 
Memory Aid

Testing is a key part of the learning process when it 
comes to spelling.

• Culminative teaching and learning

• Pre-test and end of week test – The Fab 5

• Children correct their own spelling (under teacher 
supervision);

• Statutory words lists/high frequency words;

• Explicit teaching/modelling - teaching children to look 
for and identify spelling patterns in the selected words -
word study. 



Monday Wednesday Monday Wednesday Friday

Pre-test
Self edit and mark

Explicit teaching Explicit teaching Explicit teaching Test 
Self edit and mark



What should 
a lesson look 
like?

Explanations, instruction and any learning activities should 
be based upon:

• word origin and history (etymology);

• syllable patterns and units of meaning (morphology); 

• letter patterns (phonics).

Explicitly teach the spelling rules.

In some schools, spelling is still assessed (in whatever from, 
e.g. test/activity) but not explicitly taught to pupils. Pupils 
need to be clear about the rules for spelling. A good 
strategy to use, which was widely utilised in the DfE 
Spelling bank.



Revise/Review
Pupils review previous learning, either within the year group (previous day) or from 
previous years, so that they can consolidate their learning. The review work does not have 
to relate to the new learning but should be linked, where appropriate.

Teach/Model/Demonstrate
Teachers explicitly teach a spelling rules or the particular spelling strategy that they can use 
to spell words effectively. Can also include the statutory word list words/common exception 
words, especially the words that do not follow any particular rule.

Practise/Investigate
Pupils should be encouraged to work independently during this part of the lesson so that 
they can effectively try out their new learning.

Apply/Assess
Pupils can discuss their new learning, and apply their new learning into their spoken 
language, reading and writing. Pupils should be encouraged to use their new words in their 
ongoing writing.







Year 3 Autumn 1 - Focus – adding vowel suffixes - ed, ing, er, est

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Pre-test Explicitly teaching, examining patterns including etymology, morphology and phonics test

Introduce focus and 
recap rules - 111
5-10 words (can 
differentiate test)
Include: y, ed, ing, er, est,

lazy
runny
reached
spied
making
finest
carried
tipping
nicer
buried
happiest
noisier

Self mark and edit

Review
Words they found hard –
why?
What is the hard bit?

Teach
How to adding ing using 
examples:
making
hoping
sitting
seeing

Practise
Sort words into grid and 
find rules and exceptions
Apply
Give passage with spellings 
in, are they correct?

Review
Recap previous lesson
Words they found hard –
why?
What is the hard bit?

Teach
How to add ed using 
examples:
reached
spied
carried
buried

Practise
Sort words into grid and 
find rules and exceptions

Apply
Write words correctly in 
sentences

Review
Recap previous lesson
Words they found hard –
why?
What is the hard bit?

Teach
How to add er/est using 
examples:
Finest
Nicer
noisier

Practise
Sort words into grid and 
find rules and exceptions. 
Play Loop the Loop game
Apply
Show me – whiteboards –
dictate a sentence, they 
spell the missing word 

Dictation

Different words but same 
rules.

Differentiate

Model first if needed and 
then step back.

Tick and fix

Feed into next unit.

Build into next unit.  
Continuous revise 

and review

Dictionary Skills





Road 
maps





Read, say a sentence, write!
(dictation)

Can we write a sentence? Weekly spellings

What is the pattern? 

accident            face     

city electricity

cycle palace

princess celebrate

*sentence    

*experience

*decide        *exercise

*certain        *medicine
Can you add adjectives too?

BATS

because

and

then

so

Challenge

or 

but



Useful strategies – top tips



Linking 
vocabulary with 

spelling jubilant

Definition





Resources



Spelling Journals

Pupils to take responsibility 
for their spelling learning

Pupils to refer back to 
previous learning

Teachers to see how pupils 
are tackling tricky bits of 
spelling

Teachers and pupils to discuss 
spelling with parents and 
carers



Have a go…





Intent



Any Questions?


