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Agenda

• Reading Framework/EEF Research/Ofsted framework

• What makes a good reader?

• What is shared reading? 

• What is guided reading?

• Why teach them? 

• What does an effective lesson look like? 

• Examples of lessons (videos and planning) 

• How to plan a lesson/series of lessons 

• Progression in skills



Resources to support









Updated EEF 
KS1 and 2 reports









Reading Strategies 

A good comprehender can:  

Monitor 
comprehension 



Strategies to help us understand and enjoy reading.
As we read we ……..

KS2 CD teach read strategies 2016 rev 12

Fotolia.com

Use our background 
knowledge and 
connect to text

I think I’ve 

broken 

down

I’ve broken 

down but I have 

a plan to fix it

Visualise

Notice meaning  
breakdown…

…and repair it
Watch out for 
VIP words/ 
phrases/ideas..

…and put together 
to build GIST

Predict

How…
why…?

I
wonder

Predict, ask questions,    
I wonder…
and read on to find out...

Text  to self

Text to  
world 
knowledge

Text to text



What do effective readers think about as they  
read?  There are key strategies to use.  Over the 
next few weeks, we will read aloud and think aloud 
together…
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IT IS TIME, IMARA.

Imara left the shadows and stepped into the pool of 
moonlight, listening to the demon as he paced inside 
her mind.

IT IS TIME, IMARA. THE MEN ARE WAITING FOR YOU. 
THEY ARE WAITING FOR YOUR POWER TO PROTECT 
THEM.

She knelt down and poured the contents of her water 
bottle into the ashes of last night’s fire, stirring with 
her finger, working the mixture into a gritty paste. All 
around her, the forest was dark and still, wrapped in 
silence. Nothing moved. High above the canopy, a 
pale mist clung to the leaves. 

Thin tendrils of vapour hung in the air, as if the trees 
were holding their breath, waiting for the dawn.

Gorilla Dawn by Gill Lewis 

Time for what?
Who is

Imara? Sounds 
like an

unusual name

Pool of 
moonlight

– is it night time?
Where is she? I
am picturing…..

Demon? Evil.. 
paced

is he walking
around in her 

mind? 

Why in capitals –
emphasis

someone is shouting,
power… which men? She
sounds pretty important…

What is she
doing? Is it a

potion? Is she 
a

witch?



When you wish that a Saturday was actually a Monday, 
you know there is something seriously  wrong.

I look at the ceiling. At the spot of flaky paint and the stain 
that looks like a wobbly circle, and at the swaying, wispy 
spider’s web, and I think of all those cold, grey Mondays 
when I had to make myself get up for school. I would have 
to force my legs off the mattress and I’d dress in a daze, 
unwilling to believe it was time to be upright again.

I wish I could wake up to another Monday like that. Those 
days are gone now that the Bluchers are here.

The Boy In the Tower by Polly Yo Hen



Torak woke with a jolt from a sleep he'd never meant to have.

The fire had burned low. He crouched in the fragile shell of light and peered into the looming blackness of 
the Forest. He couldn't see anything. Couldn't hear anything. Had it come back? Was it out there now, 
watching him with its hot, murderous eyes?

He felt hollow and cold. He knew that he badly needed food, and that his arm hurt, and his eyes were 
scratchy with tiredness, but he couldn't really feel it. All night he'd guarded the wreck of the spruce bough 
shelter and watched his father bleed. How could this be happening?

Only yesterday—yesterday—they'd pitched camp in the blue autumn dusk. Torak had made a joke, and his 
father was laughing. Then the Forest exploded. Ravens screamed. Pines cracked. And out of the dark 
beneath the trees surged a deeper darkness: a huge rampaging menace in bear form.

Suddenly death was upon them. A frenzy of claws. A welter of sound to make the ears bleed. In a 
heartbeat, the creature had smashed their shelter to splinters. In a heartbeat, it had ripped a ragged 
wound in his father's side. Then it was gone, melting into the Forest as silently as mist.

But what kind of bear stalks men—then vanishes without making the kill? What kind of bear plays with its 
prey? And where was it now?

From Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver



Make predictions, ask own questions and watch out for answers…
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The Suffragettes

The Suffragettes fought for the right for women to vote.

This movement began in 1897 when Millicent Fawcett founded the National Union of
Women's Suffrage. "Suffrage" means the right to vote in political elections and this was what
women wanted. The suffix ‘ette’ refers to female.

Importantly, Millicent Fawcett believed in peaceful protest and that any violence would
persuade men that women could not be trusted to have the right to vote. Her strategy was
patience and logic. Fawcett questioned that if women could hold responsible posts in society,
such as sitting on school boards, then why could they not be trusted to vote? She also argued
if women had to obey laws made by Parliament, then women should have a say in those laws.

Why?

What 
does this 
mean?

I know what 
suffragette 
means now

A 
physical 

fight?

So women did 
not have 

equal rights.

I think this 
argument might 
help give women 

votes

So not a 
physical 

fight 
then…





Logistics/organisation: 

What does it look 
like?

Pedagogy: 

How is it taught?

Planning: 
What does this look 
like & where does it 

fit?

Progress: 
How is this ensured 

for all?



Reading – some differences
Shared Reading Guided Reading Independent Reading

Groupings WHOLE CLASS SMALL GROUP
Maximum of 6 children 
of the same ability

INDIVIDUALLY or in 
pairs with no adult 
support

Text Level RICH AND
CHALLENGING –
beyond the current 
ability of most of the 
class

INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL 
– each child able to 
read and comprehend 
the text above 90% 
accuracy

EASY LEVEL – able to
read and comprehend 
the text above 95% 
accuracy

Performance HIGH LEVEL OF 
SUPPORT – explicit 
teaching and oral 
response

LOWER LEVEL OF 
SUPPORT – apply 
strategies introduced in 
shared reading

LITTLE/NO SUPPORT –
children work 
independently to
practise reading in 
different contexts



Shared reading: core principles

• Whole class teaching of an aspect of reading

• Clear objective for the session: How will you establish what this needs 
to be?

• Modelling the thinking processes of a good comprehender (think 
alouds!)

• Using rich and challenging text

























Videos

Year 3 – shared reading
• Inference
• Extract

Year 3 – shared reading 
• Context - High EAL/SEN
• Extract

Year 5/6 – shared reading
• Inference
• Class reader

What strategies 
does the teacher 

use to scaffold 
and support the 

learning? 



Guided reading (teacher led group): core 
principles
• Appropriate instructional level text

• Ability groups (most of the time?)

• Teacher works with a different group by turn

• Clear reiteration of taught focus for the week or an amended focus to suit the 
needs of the group

• Children apply the strategy they have been learning, reading independently with 
teacher ‘listening in’ (NOT ‘round robin’)

• Children talk about their reading with each other and especially about how well 
they are applying the teaching focus

• Flexible in order to best meet the needs of the children





Video – year 4 guided reading

• Ask questions and predict

• Context – High EAL

• What does she do well?

• Progress through the lesson

How is teacher 
supporting 
pupils to 

practise and 
apply the skills 
already learnt?



Independent reading   Follow up activity

• Link to guided session – an opportunity to apply the skill taught

• What could the activity be?

• Application of reading focus with independence

• Peer support (sometimes) to ensure this remains a focus

• Children mainly reading text at their independent reading level (95%)

• Developing motivation, engagement, pace and 

• stamina in reading and understanding

• Sometimes written recording of learning……Reading journals








