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Developing a Teaching Sequence based 
on a Quality Text



Agenda

• The rationale…

• Identifying the phases of the teaching sequence

• How to use the planning toolkit

• Using a quality text to plan a sequence of lessons to develop  

key reading and writing skills

• Phase 1 – the explicit teaching of reading skills – thinking out loud, 
modelling the skills

• Phase 2 and 3 – preparing for writing and scaffolding the 

writing process

• Planning and Progression in skills



Resources to support

https://d.docs.live.net/3e14e9b982a7781a/Documents/PDET/Mears%20Ashby/3.11a%20Overview%20of%20Literacy%20Teaching%20Sequence.docx
file:///C:/Users/jessi/OneDrive/Documents/PDET/Mears Ashby/3.11b Supporting Guidance for the Literacy Teaching Sequence.docx
file:///C:/Users/jessi/OneDrive/Documents/PDET/Mears Ashby/3.3 Whole School Writing Progression FINAL 042020.docx






Intended Learning outcome

▪ Blog

▪ Video diary 

▪ Library books

▪ Book making

▪ Illustrated page





Teaching Sequence

Support for 

Writing

Text-type information

Progression Summary

Targets

Talk for Writing

Book Talk/

Text Talk

Writer Talk/ Conversation 

with the Author

Word and Language 

games

Storytelling

Role-play and

drama



Shaun Tan

Shaun Tan (born 1974) is an Australian artist, writer and film maker. He won an 
Academy Award for The Lost Thing, a 2011 animated film adaptation of a 2000 picture 
book he wrote and illustrated. Other books he has written and illustrated include The 
Red Tree and The Arrival. 
Tan was born in Fremantle, Western Australia, and grew up in the northern suburbs of 
Perth, Western Australia. In 2006, his wordless graphic novel The Arrival won the Book 
of the Year prize as part of the New South Wales Premier's Literary Awards. The same 
book won the Children's Book Council of Australia Picture Book of the Year award in 
2007 and the Western Australian Premier's Book Awards Premier's Prize in 2006.



The Lost Thing is a humorous story about a boy who discovers a 
bizarre-looking creature while out collecting bottle-tops at the 
beach. Having guessed that it is lost, he tries to find out who 
owns  it or where it belongs, but the problem is met with 
indifference by everyone else, who barely notice its existence. 
Strangers, friends, parents are all unwilling to  entertain this 
uninvited interruption to day-to-day life. In spite of his own 
reservations, the boy feels sorry for this hapless creature, and 
attempts to find out where it belongs.

‘a kind of ‘retro-future’ suburb where there were almost no 
living things left, aside from people, and that everything was 
very dull and suffocating, but nobody cared very much about 
this.’



The secret to planning is to….

sdrawkcab kroW………



What will the written outcome of the unit be?

Year 4

Text type:  

Story with a dilemma/issue

Purpose:

To entertain/engage the reader/to explore issues or dilemmas.

Audience:

Year 5 pupils/parents/class book

Learning outcome:  

To write a short story with an issue/dilemma





The Cold (have a go) and Hot Write (show off)…..



Whole Class Marking Feedback 

 
Successes: What did we do really 
well? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The best pieces included: 

 
Good examples of 
words/phrases: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What can we do to improve next 
time: 



The Lost Thing by Sean Tan
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Vocabulary                    Targets from Cold Write
Spellings



The Big Reveal……

Apathy
Fantasy
Dystopia
Friendship
Monotony



The Hook…

Ink waster LOST



Fast Poem

1 Noun

2 adjectives

3 adverbs

4 verbs

Lost

Alone, afraid, 

Searching, scanning, pounding, racing, 

Frantically, desperately, wildly,

Lost



Phase 1 – Reading

Explicitly teach and model the skills of being an active 
reader in shared reading sessions. Practice and apply 
these skills in guided and independent reading.

- activate prior knowledge
- vocabulary
- predict
- visualise
- infer
- authorial intent







lost weird stared belong

ordinary sad slouched wandering

beach busy investigate city

thing intrigued baffled dark





I wonder….

I predict….

I predict….





What I know

What I think





Step 1: Eliciting response

After careful reading of a shared text the teacher initiates 'book-talk' 

with very open invitations such as: 

•'Tell me what you thought/felt about…' 

•'What came into your mind when you read…' 

•'Have you come across anything like this before?' 

Step 2: Extending response

The teacher focuses on extending children's responses with 

prompts such as: 

•'Tell me more about…' 

•'What led you to think that?' 

•'Can you extend/unpack that idea for us?' 

Step 3: Encouraging critique

Frequently groups of children can be supported and encouraged to 

feed off each other's thinking and talking, with prompts such as: 

•'Do you agree?' 

•'Did anyone have a different response to that 

story/paragraph/sentence/word?



Make Connections 

This reminds me of a time when I …

I know about this topic because I …

The setting of this book is just like …

This book is something like …

What's going on in this book is just like what's happening in …

Ask Questions 

Before I read this text, I wondered about …

While I'm reading, I try to figure out …

After I read, I ask myself …

I wonder why …

What does this word mean? Why did ____________ do that? What is going 

to happen next? Why did the author put that part in there? I have questions 

about this part because it doesn't make sense. I need to make sure I read it 

right. If I reread and fix a mistake, that might answer my question.







What do you notice?



Because there 
are people on 
the beach..

Reverse 
Inference

Forward 
Inference

The sky is blue 
and there are 

only a few 
clouds

It could be 
summer/it could 
be the weekend

There are lots 
of tall 
buildings..

There are 
traffic lights 
and street 
signs

It could be set 
in a big city



because…



concerned

enthusiastic

thrilled

motivated

enthused

inspired 

excited

nervous

edgy

unsure

apprehensive

worried

uneasy

eager



Role on Wall

Thoughts 
and feelings

Characteristics 
and 

descriptions





Visualisation











Drama

• Role on wall

• Freeze frame/ thought tap

• Conscience alley

• Question for the character



Phase 2 – writing 
Purpose: 

To identify and explore language and layout features

Focus on key skills needed to be successful

To practise key skills (grammar)

▪ Evaluate

▪ Replicate

▪ Experiment

Talk the text and replicate

Remember: teach then practise through teacher led application

Cold Write



Year 4 objectives

• Conjunctions to show the passage of time, place and cause

• Use of fronted adverbials

• Use of noun phrases expanded by modifying adjectives, 
nouns, prepositional phrases

• Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun to add cohesion 
and avoid repetition

• Tenses used mostly correctly

• Use of correct punctuation for direct speech

• Innovate/invent own story adding details to paragraphs, 
organising ideas around a theme (e.g. develop and expand 
ideas within chapters)

https://d.docs.live.net/3e14e9b982a7781a/Documents/PDET/Mears%20Ashby/Writing%20Progression%20Small%20Steps%20Yr%204.docx


Setting and characters

Sequencing the story

• Tram into city
• On the beach
• Pete's home and the boy’s home
• The city – The Federal 

Department of Odds and Ends
• Tram journey
• The Lost Thing’s home?



Text Mapping/Oral rehearsal



Direct address to the 

reader. Narrators voice 

sets the scene

The future? 
Beach/city/summer/week
end

Describes setting

Introduces character

Beach/Streets

Introduces 

problem/dilemma Boy’s house, Pete's 
House, days go by, 

day/night….

Journey to solve problem, 

characters they meet, 

places they visit

The Federation of Lost 
Things

Finds a special place for 

lost things, he seems 

happy…..

His new home?

Boxing up the story



So you want to hear a story?

Well, I used to know a whole lot of pretty 
interesting ones. Some of them so funny you'd 
laugh yourself unconscious, others so terrible 
you'd never want to repeat them.

But I can’t remember any of those.

So I’ll just tell you about the time I found that 
lost thing.

First 
person

Rhetorical 
question

Repetition 
for effect

Hiding identify of 
key character

conjunctions

What effect is the writer trying to achieve?
How has he/she achieved this?



This all happened a few summers 
ago, one rather ordinary day by the 
beach. Not much at all was going 
on. I was, as usual, working 
tirelessly on my bottle-top 
collection and stopped to look up 
for no particular reason. That’s 
when I first saw the thing.

Adverbial 
phrase

Expanded noun 
phrase

Past tense

adverbs

Synonymous 
reference  

repeated  -
cohesion





Phase 3 – writing

Purpose: To apply knowledge independently

Similar idea – change context

• Plan, draft and edit their own text – impact on the reader

• Apply knowledge and skills

• Give it time!

• Model each stage

• Impact on the reader

• Celebrate and share the final written outcome

• Evaluate Purpose



Direct address to the 

reader. Narrators voice 

sets the scene

The future? 
Beach/city/summer/wee
kend?

Describes setting

Introduces character

Beach/Streets

Introduces 

problem/dilemma Boy’s house, Pete's 
House, days go by, 

day/night….

Journey to solve 

problem, characters they 

meet, places they visit

The Federation of Lost 
Things

Finds a special place for 

lost things, he seems 

happy…..

His new home?

Boxing up own story



This all happened a several winters ago, 
one rather miserable day in the 
mountains. Not much at all was going 
on. I was, against my better judgement, 
working half-heartedly on my boring 
school assignment and stopped to look 
up for no particular reason. That’s 
when I first saw the creature.



Teacher modelling

• Teacher model writing text with objective focus. Then 
children write applying skills learnt.

• Orally rehearse sentences matching to text map. 

• Model how to edit and improve at the point of 
writing and at the end against success criteria.

- Teacher demonstration
- Teacher scribe
- Supported composition











Working wall





Examples of planning



-

Any 

questions

….

Jessica.steele@nottinghamschoolstrust.org.uk

mailto:Jessica.steele@nottinghamschoolstrust.org.uk

